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Greetings
From the Community Minister

Dear Friends,
People are thirsting for hope today in the midst of political divisions and violence
and wartime tragedies under the continuing cloud of the pandemic. But summer,
following spring and Easter, reminds us to celebrate new life arising from the
cycle of life, death and resurrection —the Paschal Mystery — no matter what our
circumstances.
This summer magazine shares opportunities to celebrate new life:
Ø new life springing up from FELC’s school programs and Seeds of Hope fruits
Ø new Spirit Life emerging from Cursillo retreats at St. Francis Spirituality 		
Center, and
Ø renewed hope with Sisters celebrating new citizens and newly elected 		
leaders, all seeking new life, new collaborations, and new possibilities.
Where there is God, there is hope and future.
As my Sisters’ leadership term as Community Minister draws to a close this
month, I am so grateful for your prayerful support for all of our ministries and
all the ways you continue planting new seeds of hope in our world. May we all
continue together, hand in hand, being instruments of God’s peace.
Peace and all good things,

Sister Sara Aldridge
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Sister Barbara Jean Miller, Director of Vocations Ministry, spoke to elementary students during
Catholic School’s Week in Payne, Ohio. She explained the three main keys to discovering your
vocation: Prayer, Celebrating the Eucharist and Listening to the Word of God at Mass and
Living Your Present Vocation.

On the Cover: St. Francis Spirituality
Center hosted the Women’s ACTS
Retreat in May. The Catholic lay
retreat focuses on Adoration,
Community, Theology and Service.

A Life Changing Experience
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In April the Cursillos in
Christianity Women’s
Retreat Weekend took
place at St. Francis
Spirituality Center. Over 30
women within the Catholic
Church gathered together
to revitalize individual faith
and spiritually revitalize
the world. The weekend
was led by lay directors
Judy Ruhlen of Tiffin St.
Joseph and Kathy Otermat
of Millersville St. Mary Parish, along with Father Kevin Moebius of
St. Peter Parish of Mansfield and Deacon Jerry Gubernath of Holy
Trinity Parish in Bucyrus.

found a peace that has
sustained me, the peace
only God can give. This
is not to say that I don’t
struggle with the plan
that God has for my life.
My husband passed away
unexpectedly six years
ago, and that has been a
very difficult part of my
journey on this earth. I
have learned to say that I
don’t understand this plan
for me, but I accept it because it is God’s will for me. The love and
encouragement of my friends in Christ has allowed me to come to
this place of peace.” Kathy said.

Kathy has been involved in the Cursillo movement since she made
her own Cursillo in May of 1985. “Dear friends who had supported
my husband and me in many ways, invited us to make a Cursillo.
My husband was struggling with his faith. I felt more confident
in my relationship with God, but thought that it would be a good
experience. I also had three young children at the time, so a
weekend away sounded pretty good! I found out that weekend
that my relationship with Christ could be so much more personal.
I experienced Christ in a way that I hadn’t before. I knew that I
had felt emptiness in my soul, but didn’t know how to fill that
space. Over time, with the accompaniment of my group reunion
and involvement with other Cursillistas from around our diocese,
I realized one day that the emptiness was gone. And it has not
returned,” explained Kathy.

“I have been a part of several group reunions over the years
due to changes in my life. The friendships I have had with those
women remain. I am currently in a group reunion with two friends
with whom I meet weekly. Their sharing of their walk with Christ
strengthens me in my walk, as does mine with them. My husband
was a member of the same group from the time of his Cursillo until
his death. The important thing is to stay connected with other
Christians to support and encourage and love each other.”

Through this movement, Kathy has found friends in Christ who
also want to be active disciples in Christ’s work on earth. “I have

Kathy is currently one of the lay directors of the Diocesan
movement. She held this position with her husband years ago.
Kathy has also held other roles in the movement over the years. “I
have worked on Cursillo teams from time to time, which are always
a blessing and an opportunity to grow in my faith too. The impact
of the people in this movement on my spiritual life has been
immeasurable. I will remain active in the Cursillo movement for as
long as I am physically able to do so,” said Kathy.

To learn more about the Cursillo movement, visit www.franciscanretreats.org/history-of-the-cursillo-movement/

“I lived Cursillo in 1981 and have been
involved ever since. I feel that Cursillo
saved my spiritual life and it now holds
a special place in my heart. I have
served on several teams and each time is
a special time of learning and closeness
to the Lord. I will serve the Cursillo
movement until I no longer can.”
~ Jane Distel
“This weekend was an awesome
experience to become a part of a
wonderful community. I got time to step
away from the world and take time to
find God and myself. I hope to make
God an even greater part of my life on a
daily basis.”
~ Sue Bishop

“I was lost and have truly been found. I
thought that as long as I prayed everyday
and was a good person, that I didn’t
need the church. For years, my parents
have been telling me to come back, but
I thought I knew better. But no matter
how hard I prayed, I couldn’t find peace.
I felt like God had forsaken me. But this
weekend I realized it was I who had run
from him, even when I didn’t want to
run. I have felt peace this weekend that
I hadn’t felt in a decade. And that is
because I finally opened my heart to His
saving grace.”
~ Monica Redford

“It’s been refreshing and inspirational
to meet so many wonderful women and
get answers I’ve needed so much – And
the best thing out of this is knowing all
these beautiful ladies are my sisters in
Christ Jesus...and even been blessed to
know Fr. Kevin and Deacon Jerry, Sr.”
~ Erika Mendoza
“This has allowed me to get closer to
Jesus, hear songs and know you not only
go through the same pain, but you get
to meet other people. And, sometimes I
am not sure if I am praying the way I
should be but hearing often that I know
I am. It was a wonderful experience.”
~ Anonymous
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SAVE THE DATE
Giving Tuesday ~ November 29, 2022

The Journey to Citizenship
In 2022, Carlos Rodriguez celebrated a
milestone with the Sisters of St. Francis as
Information Technology Specialist for the
past eighteen years. But perhaps even more
memorable than that, he, along with 22 others
from around the world, took the Oath of
Citizenship during a naturalization ceremony
in February 2022, with the Honorable Jack
Zouhary presiding over the U.S. District Court
in Toledo.
Carlos’s journey to citizenship has been
a challenging one. He was born in San
Salvador, the capital of El Salvador. During the
Salvadoran 1979 – 1992 civil war, he and his
parents moved to Mexico. It was during this
civil war that Archbishop and now Saint Oscar
Romero was shot to death while saying Mass.
His crime: publicly calling on government
officials to stop the violence.

I got them all correct and had me read English
sentences and write what she dictated. Then I
got real nervous when she said, ‘You passed the
test, but now it will be sent off to be reviewed.’
My fear was that they were looking for loop
holes, and then what would happen to me?”

Photo submitted: Carlos climbing a tree in
Mexico

In September 1999, Carlos and his mother obtained their Green
Cards, which allowed them to live and work permanently in the
United States, and they moved to Texas. His father joined them
a week later. It was there they met Sister Eveline Hug, one of the
Sisters of St. Francis.
When asked what prompted him to seek citizenship now, Carlos
responded, “I had my Green Card and was here legally, but
immigration laws kept changing after 9/11, and I was concerned I
might be deported like many others.”
Carlos was working on computer and internet challenges for
Project Hope for many years before he turned to them for
assistance in becoming a citizen himself. Actually, his parents had
received help from Sister Ellen Lamberjack (founder of Project
Hope) 25 years ago.
Carlos described the process of preparing for the citizenship test:
“There was lots and lots of paperwork, and Sister Andrea Inkrott of
the Sisters’ Project Hope ministry helped me process paperwork.
She also gave me resources in American civics, history, geography,
government and politics to study for the test, along with a booklet
of a possible 100 questions I might be asked. Not growing up
in American schools made it challenging to interpret patriotic
questions like, ‘Who’s the father of our country?’
I was told that I would be asked ten questions to answer orally,
but the examining officer changed that and said, ‘I’ll ask you seven
questions.’ That made me nervous because I was required to get a
high percentage correct. She stopped after the fifth question since

Carlos shared that his fears were based on
previous experiences in airports when he
had traveled. Without citizenship papers he,
like other immigrants, were pulled out of the
boarding line and taken to a large room. All of
their I.D.’s were taken from them and they would
be interrogated and held for hours, causing
them to miss their flights. “I would see families
with children where one or both parents were
taken away and those remaining were told to
board without them. It was very scary.”

When asked if he’s experienced any differences after gaining
his citizenship, Carlos replied, “It’s a huge relief. I can actually
relax. For example, before when I would go to renew by driver’s
license, even though I was completely legitimate and had all the
verifications required, the man would give me a hard time and
send me home without a renewed license. But since I’ve been able
to present my citizenship I.D. card, he has treated me kindlier and
processed my application immediately.”
Carlos Geovani Rodriguez Hernandez, as his name reads on his
citizenship card, now has hopes and dreams that his two children
will be able to grow up in this free country and have a family
and opportunities to lead a decent life. He hopes that the United
States can be free of corruption and abuse of power and politics
that his family experienced in Mexico. To immigrants seeking
citizenship, he says, “Keep trying. It’s a very stressful process, but
don’t stop. Have a strong support system, and you’ll make it. If
my parents would not have met Sister Eveline and had the sisters’
support, we wouldn’t have made it.”

Ways to Plan
A financial legacy plan helps you wisely steward what God
has entrusted to you so you can effectively accomplish
what God leads you to do on earth while laying up
treasures in heaven. See ways to plan on our website:
https://www.tiffinfranciscans.org/plan-a-gift-2/
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Photo courtesy of The (Toledo) Blade/Photography by Jeremy Wadsworth

For 15½ years, Project Hope-Proyecto Esperanza has
helped individuals from 59 countries with approximately
3,900 applications and/or consultations. To date 210 of the
applicants have become citizens of the United States, with
Carlos Rodriguez becoming Project Hope’s 210th new citizen!
Pictured: Carlos and Sister Andrea Inkrott

Photo courtesy of The (Toledo) Blade/Photography by Jeremy Wadsworth

Photo submitted: The Rodriguez family and their new house from Seneca Habitat
for Humanity. Sister Paulette Schroeder sings during the
housewarming party.

Congratulations Carlos!
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SAVE THE DATE
15th Annual Summer Harvest Gourmet Gala ~ August 12, 2022

From Seedlings to Salads
In 2020, a former FELC board member and Dr. Nicholas Hennessy,
Manager of Sustainability for Bowling Green State University,
arranged for BGSU to give two hydroponics units to FELC’s Seeds
of Hope program. These units were a great addition to the
greenhouse, and when the opportunity came up for a $3,000
Whole Kids Foundation grant to be written, FELC director Mimi
Johnston and grant writer Ann Keefe jumped at the chance to
bring multiple hydroponics units to FELC for
educational
purposes. Though
FELC was not
chosen for the
grant, it was
offered a 30-pod
vertical hydroponic
unit to be used
for a small pilot
collaborative
education program
with Bridges
Preparatory
Academy, located
on the St. Francis
Campus.
Samantha (Sam)
Busack, FELC
Educator and
Camp Coordinator,
began hosting
Bridges’ 4th/5th
grade students
weekly last fall
and again this
spring. They began
learning how
hydroponics work,
what nutrients
must be added to
the water and in what ratios, and how to measure and adjust the
pH of the water in order to grow the best vegetables. Then they
germinated seeds, transplanted the plants into the hydroponics
unit, and carefully monitored each plant’s progress.
“This spring we had a few weeks in a row where students would
have to come in and hand-pollinate all the tomato flowers;
otherwise, if they did not pollinate these by hand, the plant would
not have produced any fruit,” explained Sam.
At the end of the school year, Sam hosted a Salad Day with the

students with their hydroponically grown tomatoes, lettuce, and
spinach, as well as other vegetables grown at FELC. They even
made their own salad dressing with fresh and dried herbs from
FELC gardens!
“The different facets of this program were a wonderful way to
keep all students engaged and involved. Some students enjoyed
the chemical testing we did with the water to
keep our plants healthy. Others had more interest
in the actual plants themselves and enjoyed
hand-pollinating all those little flowers, and some
students really enjoyed getting to harvest, prep the
food and taste their hard work,” said Sam.
Sam is hoping to expand the hydroponics program
in the 2022-23 school year, reaching out to the
Whole Kids
Foundation
for more
hydroponics
units which can
be purchased
by local schools.
Working with
elementary
STEM teachers,
Sam can teach
classes how
to assemble
and get their units started,
then check in periodically
to help with harvesting
and provide tips on
incorporating produce
into students’ daily food
intake. “It’s an easy way to
get young students excited
about growing their own
food and eating more
healthily,” she said. “If they
are involved in the process
from the very beginning, they don’t have to be forced—and they
can’t wait to get their parents and siblings to try it, too!”
“I have loved every minute of this experience,” said Amy Lanier,
4th/5th grade teacher at Bridges. “The children have learned about
hydroponic gardening from assembling it, to pollinating with a
paintbrush, and finally to harvesting. They loved watching their
plants grow as well as working with Miss Sam.” She added, “We
appreciate the opportunity to share in this experience.”

15th Annual Summer
Harvest Gourmet Gala
The 15th Annual Summer Harvest
Gourmet Gala will be held on Friday,
August 12, 2022 from 6:00-10:00 pm. All
proceeds will benefit the Franciscan Earth
Literacy Center’s programs for children
and adults. The event will be hybrid so that
those who would like to support the cause
but cannot attend in person can still enjoy
a delicious dinner and still participate in
raffles and the online auction.
Tickets are $75/per person. There is an
Early Bird Special of $65/per person before
July 1st. The theme is Garden Party, and
while garden party attire is suggested, it
is not required. Guests can mingle around
outside and enjoy appetizers created with
fresh vegetables, microgreens and herbs
grown by the Seeds of Hope Farm on the
St. Francis Campus. The appetizers will be
created and served by The Empire at 138 of
Tiffin, Don Tomasso’s American and Italian
Kitchen of Upper Sandusky, and Parkhurst
Dining of Heidelberg University in Tiffin.
Attendees will be able to sample various
wines and craft brews from Gillig Winery of
Findlay, Laird Arcade Brewery and The Tiffin
Brewery of Tiffin, and Twin Oast Brewing of
Port Clinton. Dinner will be catered and
served by Carolyn’s Personalized Catering of
Millbury inside air-conditioned Elizabeth
Schaefer Auditorium while guests enjoy a
live jazz music trio. Special raffle drawings,
a silent auction, wine grab and live
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auction will follow. After dinner, the party
continues outside until 10:00 p.m. with
more music and drinks.
This year there will be a special Grand
Prize Raffle for the Stairway to Heaven
Cottage, a week-long vacation rental for up
to 11 people in Rosemary Beach, Florida,
valued at $10,000. Winner also receives
a $500 VISA card. Tickets cost $50 each.
For more information, visit https://
www.30aescapes.com/rentals/stairwayto-heaven-cottage.
Winners of all of the raffle drawings will
be announced at the event, posted on
Facebook, and contacted by phone.
Anyone can participate in the online
auction between noon August 1 and
noon August 11. To view auction items
and set up an account, go to: https://
www.32auctions.com/FELCGala2022 or
scan the QR Code. Winners
of the auction items will
be notified at noon on
August 12th and will also
be able to pick up items
on Saturday, August 13th
between 1:30-4:30 p.m. at the St. Francis
Convent, 200 St. Francis Ave., Tiffin, Ohio or
have them shipped for an additional fee.
For those who cannot attend, a gift
card will be offered (for the same value)
toward dinner at The Empire at 138 or Don

“It was fun to put the seeds in a dish and watch
them sprout. I liked moving the sprouts to the
foam pods inside the garden.”  
“The most fun was eating the salad after
harvesting the lettuce. I didn’t like the dressing of
oil and honey. I am used to my ranch.”  
“It has been a long process, but it was great.
Miss Sam also let us hold and pet the animals if
there was time.”  

Tomasso’s American and Italian Kitchen.
They will also be able to participate in an
online auction between August 1-11 and
be entered into raffles for a “Chance to
Win $500” and a Gift Card Tree valued at
$250. Tickets for additional raffles are also
available.
The Franciscan Earth Literacy Center is
grateful to the 2022 Honorary Gala CoChairs, Suzie Reineke and Weston Reinbolt.
The deadline to purchase dinner tickets
is Friday, August 5, 2022. For more
information or for ticket purchase,
call the Mission
Advancement Office at
419-447-0435 or visit
www.felctiffin.org to
purchase tickets online.

“I was shocked when I saw how big the tomato
plant was.”  
“It was cool when we took a paintbrush and took
pollen from a daffodil to pollinate the tomatoes”.
“I didn’t realize the whole process. Farming is
hard work but I love the vegetables. They are so
good for you. I love eating them. I would do it
again next year and recommend you doing it if
you get the chance.”

The St. Francis Community Magazine is
published by the Mission Advancement
Office for the St. Francis Community.
Correspondence may be sent to:
Mission Advancement Office
200 St. Francis Ave.
Tiffin, OH 44883

Mission Advancement Office
200 St. Francis Avenue Tiffin, OH 44883

Email:
mission@tiffinfranciscans.org
Or visit us at:
www.sfctiffin.org

“A

ll the darkness in the world cannot
extinguish the light of a single candle.

”

– St. Francis of Assisi,
The Little Flowers of St. Francis of Assisi

Please Recycle

New Sisters of
St. Francis
Leadership Team

Thank you to Sister Leanne Kerschner, Sister Mary
Kuhlman, Sister Myra Arnone, Community Minister Sister
Sara Aldridge and Sister Rozanne Swope who served on
the Leadership Team from June 24, 2018 – June 26, 2022.

Anyone can make a
planned gift The new Leadership Team serves the community from June 27, 2022
– June 28, 2026. Pictured: Sister Edna Michel, Sister Leanne Kerschner,
Sister Roberta Marie Doneth and Community Minister Sister Joanne
Lammers.

no matter if your estate is worth $100 or one million
dollars. Gifts of all sizes make a difference at St. Francis
Community. In fact, you may even be able to make a
bigger impact than you thought possible when you
make a planned gift.

