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The Music Lives On
Imagine the number of people who have been touched by the many
teachers, sisters and lay, who selected the scores of music flowing through
St. Francis School of Music. Some years there were as many as 104
students. As the School of Music closes, we remember the gifts of one of
our outstanding and long-standing teachers – Sr. Marietta Kill. Sr. Marietta
has continued this ministry since 1969 and has taught generations of
families. She has given countless music lessons to students of piano, organ
and violin. She especially loved teaching small children, using the Suzuki
method. She was a gifted member of the Ohio Music Teachers Auditions
Festival, which she chaired. She also coordinated several recitals annually
at St. Francis to enable each student to perform.
Sr. Marietta entered preparatory (high school) classes at the convent in
1946, as her sister (Sr. Thomas Kill) had done before her. She took her vows
in 1950. After earning an education degree at Mary Manse College, she
taught grades 3 and 4 at New Washington, Carey, Bucyrus and St. Anthony
Villa (Toledo) before specializing in music education with additional classes
at St. Joseph College in Indiana. She earned a bachelor’s degree in 1968.

Sr. Marietta Kill

“I always wanted to teach music, but (my superior) would say, ‘No, you’ve got to teach first.’ So finally, I had my teaching experience in the
classroom. I had all of the background. All I needed were the music courses,” Sr. Marietta said. “It was like heaven on earth. I really enjoyed
my work at St. Joe’s. And, then, the surprising part was, my last year there, my organ instructor came to me and said, ‘We want you to start
your master’s degree right away.’ I hadn’t even planned on doing that.” In addition
to piano and organ, Sr. Marietta plays violin and clarinet. She has taught all of those
instruments in addition to voice, flute, trumpet and drums. Sr. Marietta kept hearing
about the Suzuki method of teaching music and decided to investigate further to see
if she wanted to offer it as St. Francis.
Sr. Marietta gave many years of dedicated service to her myriad number of students
and never faltered in her intense desire to pass on the gift of music to others. All
have been enriched by her love of music and the many ways she spread joy through
concerts of her students and the liturgical music at the convent. St. Francis School
of Music closed in June 2020, but Sr. Marietta’s music lives on in the hearts of all she
touched.
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Testimonies from former students…
Raphael Confesor, age 18, will never forget his last performance.
“It was at the Winter Recital in December of 2019 where I played a
Mozart piece. By far, it allowed an escape from things happening
in the world which relaxed and inspired me to compose music.
Currently, I have not been playing the piano, but I have still been
composing. The one thing I will always remember from lessons is
the finger order for playing two octave scales. I probably practiced
that technique for two hours a week!”

being able to play pieces by famous composers takes a lot of years
of work.
“I’m really saddened that the School of Music has closed after so
many years, but I can only imagine how many lives it has impacted
in all of its years,” said Ryan.
Lynelle Lortz, parent of four children who were students of Sr.
Marietta, shared that the one thing that has remained the same
over the years is the loving, caring environment for the kids
to learn a love of music. “We have always had our lessons on
Mondays right after school for 13 years; it is now so odd for us to
not be there now on Mondays. We always felt welcomed from the
moment we walked in. Sr. Marietta would be waiting at her door
(because we tend to run late) with a smile on her face, ready for
the kids. She has the patience of a saint.
“I learned that my children don’t like to practice, but it is hard
for them to see the importance of practice when they are
first starting. It is frustrating as a parent because we know
how important it is, but it is hard for them to see their own
improvement day after day.

Raphael Confesor at his last Recital in December 2019
Ryan Alvarado, age 20, took lessons at the School of Music when
he began 1st grade until he graduated from high school. “Initially,
I only took piano lessons, but when I entered high school I began
taking organ lessons, too. I played for Old Trinity Episcopal Church
on Sundays. Today, I still try to play the piano when I am home
from college,” explained Ryan.
“As I got older I enjoyed watching other students improve from
recital to recital.
“The ability to play the piano is something that I will always
cherish. I enjoy being able to sit down and play a song that
encompasses my mood and be able to feel the emotions that a
piece is conveying.
“Sr. Marietta has really impacted my life. As a child, I felt that she
was quite strict. As I got older, I realized that it was simply because
Sr. Marietta wanted all of her students to excel; she would give
such honest feedback. During my last few years as a student, I
really began to appreciate everything that she taught me, but I
also began to appreciate her talent. Despite having such severe
arthritis, Sr. Marietta could always play a piece exactly as it was
meant to be played.
“My advice is to practice as much as you can! I wasted a lot of time
by not practicing because I was frustrated with not being able to
play to the level that I wanted. It took me awhile to realize that

“The School of Music has made my children more confident. They
are not afraid to get up in front of people and perform. This was
helped by the Monday night play-ins and the recitals. I feel the
Monday night play-ins helped prepare them for the recitals by
giving them a small audience once a month when they performed.
“Sr. Marietta has played a huge part in my children’s lives. She has
taught them a life-long skill and demonstrated such patience.
They have a love for music because of her love for music. They
talk about playing musical games with her, especially The Musical
Adventure game. That was everyone’s favorite. I will also say,
for me as a music teacher in a public school, I learned so many
new ideas from my kids’ lessons that I took back and used in my
classroom. I will be forever grateful for that.
“Being a young musician is hard, but keep fighting the good
fight. Fight to get them to practice every day and work hard. It is
very hard work for the parents, but it is worth it. There are many
research articles on the importance of music and how it affects
every part of the brain. More students need to learn instruments.
“Sr. Marietta has more patience than anyone I know. We have been
doing lessons for the past 13 years and there have been times that
I have just wanted to yell at my kids.
”We were looking somewhere for our oldest child to learn to play
the violin at the same time that my husband Alan’s grandmother,
Maxine Lortz, was a resident at St. Francis Home. Until her death
four years ago, the kids would visit weekly and give a little recital
for residents including their great grandmother.”
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Today, Elyse and Claire play at weddings, funerals and other area
events. Elyse and Claire even played Christmas tunes on their
violins for all of the sisters and employees during their Christmas
party in 2018. Elyse has enjoyed playing music as a way to earn
money.
Both parents have music degrees and have been able to
accompany their children at music recitals at St. Francis. Claire
played piano duets with her father Alan and at a Christmas recital
Lynelle was even convinced to play a violin with the two older girls
while Alan played the piano.
During the quarantine, the Lortz children continued to practice
and hope to eventually return to lessons somewhere.
As far as technology goes, there are less children than years
ago involved in music because they are not as exposed to it
due to sports and other extracurricular activities. Kids are not
experiencing the orchestra or recitals as they have in the past.
For the Lortz children, the technique that they will always
remember most that Sr. Marietta taught them is the Suzuki
method where one learns by hearing first know. Suzuki always
taught that “speak before read and hear before you play”.

Lortz Children’s Memories…
Elyse, age 16, who started playing the piano at age 3, remembers
fondly playing the Musical Adventure Game.
Claire, age 13, who also started playing the piano at age 3,
remembers that Sr. Marietta was always smiling. Claire enjoyed
participating in the play-ins and the games. (Play ins were where
all of Sisters students who studied the Suzuki method met in the
basement once a month and played a song for the rest of the
students, kind of like a mini recital, and then they were divided into
two groups beginners and advanced to play games.)
Isaac, age 11, started playing the violin at age 4, and loved playing
the games! He would look forward to the game time of his lesson
and the play ins.

Molly, age 7, who also started playing the violin at age 4,
remembers playing “Mississippi Hop Frog”-- one of the “Twinkle”
variations. Molly would ask to play this at every lesson.
For many students, music lessons were a family affair. All four Tran
brothers were students of the School of Music. Phillip, Thomas,
Ryan and Anson all took piano lessons and several learned other
instruments, as well. Ryan went onto to The Ohio State University
where he earned a spot in the orchestra, although he was not
a music major. Ryan now is completing his residency at the
Cleveland Clinic.
Anson Tran, age 23, started piano lessons at the School of Music
in 2001 and violin lessons in 2002 until 2008. He returned in 2013 to
learn organ until 2015.
“Sr. Marietta taught me piano, violin, and organ. I have fallen out of
playing violin and organ due to other time commitments, but I still
play piano. Since my time with Sister Marietta, I’ve also picked up
saxophone and guitar.
“Playing in a 4-person performance with my three brothers during
one of the Christmas recitals was my favorite memory. Having 8
different hands going was an awesome time!
“Sr. Marietta’s patience in her students. Thinking back now,
I imagine that I was quite a handful for her to teach several
instruments. The patience she displayed to me gave me a love
of music and also helped me develop a good work ethic with
practice.
“I used CDs to listen to recordings of music and used flash cards to
memorize the music notes/symbols.
I’m not sure if this came up in a lesson to me or to my brothers,
but I remembered using a kitchen timer set to 1 hour to practice
every day. During that time, I committed to practicing fully with
no distractions. That focusing technique has been helpful in more
than just music practice.
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“Music has opened many doors for me. The work ethic I learned
from practicing, the confidence I gained from performing in front
of others, and the appreciation for music has stayed with me since
I started lessons at the School of Music. I use those principles to
this day.
“Sr. Marietta has been a great role model, teacher, and friend since
I met her growing up. Her patience and understanding during my
lessons helped me to grow and develop, not only as a musician,
but as a person as well. She taught me the foundations to learning
and inspired me to break out of my timid shell and perform in
front of others.
“When it comes down to inspiration or discipline, discipline will
always win out - but discipline needs to be trained! I recommend
kids set aside a time every day to practice - practice scales,
arpeggios, and music pieces. And, listen to recordings of music to
see how they should sound.
“Sr. Marietta has done my family a great service. She taught my
three brothers and me the fundamentals of music and hard work. I
truly appreciate all the work she’s done for us and hope her all the
best!”
Around 1998 is when Ryan Tran, now 26, started lessons (4-5
years old). “Sr. Marietta taught me for about 8 years before Dr. Van
der Westhuizen/The piano duo took me under their wing.
“I played piano mainly but also learned violin from Sister. I still play
both today because of her and often use these skills to play for
nursing homes when I have the chance.
“My favorite memory as a student at the School of Music is the
time I told Sister I was bored of the Suzuki method and practicing
scales/drills and she went into the back library to find a copy of
Liebestraum by Franz Liszt and sent me home with it to practice.
That was the critical moment I fell in love with music and all of the
scales/chords finally made sense. Sister really showed me how
beautiful music really is.

“One thing that has remained the same over the years is the
impact the School of Music brought to the community; it’s a place
that inspired kids to really influence their future. I don’t often have
the chance to go back due to a busy schedule but I heard from
many others about how the School of Music was always a great
place to learn. It brought me a lot of comfort knowing that each
time I would return, the School of Music was still that great place
of learning and inspiration to all the kids; not surprisingly, Sister
was still at the helm of it all. Even hearing from you and knowing
Sister was still teaching brings me a lot of happiness years later.
“One thing that has changed over the years is how easy it is to
learn or find manuscripts/books online to practice from. When
I was learning from Sister, we never had any of that technology;
however, with that said if I had the chance to do it all over again
with today’s new technology… I would still learn from the School
of Music. A lot of learning, technique, and practice is lost without a
great teacher.
“One technique that I learned as a student that I remember…
how to channel my focus into the moment (of performing) and
overcome nerves on stage (or any situation). The frequent recitals
offered me a chance to learn to love sharing music, but also to
learn to understand myself for my own growth.
“Music has changed my life drastically. I transferred schools at a
young age and music helped me find common ground to meet
new friends. Studying music at a young age helped me form
good habits and work ethic. It kept me busy when I was younger
so I didn’t get into trouble. Without the School of Music and
Sr. Marietta, I would have never had the wonderful chance of
performing with The Ohio State University Orchestra, traveling
around the US, nor would I have probably had the opportunity to
build my current career.
“No words could ever describe how thankful I am to Sr. Marietta.
My career, my music, my habits – she’s had such an important role
in helping me be me. The recitals taught me confidence. Playing
at nursing homes/assisted living made me thankful; it would later
play a large influence in me becoming a family doctor that plays
in nursing homes on my down time. The rummaging through
her library together made me a curious person. The countless
reminders of techniques and scales gave me discipline. The time
we spent together gave me memories to continue teaching others
the same way she taught me. Sr. Marietta is an amazing person
and someone I would call family. Words could never express how
thankful I am to be her student. Thank you, truly.
“My advice for kids who are just learning to play an instrument
is… Stick with it. Regardless if you think you’re good or bad, just
keep playing. If you’re bored, find some new way to play. The
more styles you try and learn, the more you’ll find your own style.
I got bored with classical music and started playing video game
music – then I went back to classical music. You grow with your
music. Before you know it, you’ll have your own style and be good
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enough to play whatever you want. You’ll learn the language of
music and when you meet others that speak the same language,
it’ll be a lot of fun.”

etc. were life skills I very much use today. Do not take things to
seriously. Enjoy the process, remember the small achievements,
and ask for help if you need it.

Thomas Tran, age 28, became a student at the School of Music in
1997 when he was 5 or 6 years old and continued until he was 16
or 17 years old. “I played the piano. When I have the opportunity to
play, I still play for fun and am able to read sheet music to this day.

“I want to thank all the sisters for their incredible support and
dedication to the young community by offering them a skill, an
ability to express themselves through music. You’ve done an
incredible amount of service and I am forever grateful. Thank you
Sr. Marietta for your kindness, care, and support!”

“My favorite memories would be getting the little stickers to add to
the sticker collection (in the back of a piano book) after completing
each song/piece. I also enjoyed the playful decorations and crafts in
the practice space. It fit the atmosphere and made it comfortable to
learn in. Sr. Marietta was kind and understanding, too, which added
to the comfort I felt being there.
“While I may not have been there in the past decade or so, having
been there for little over a decade, the care and kindness of the
Sisters remained the same. They watched us grow up and they
were considerate of us and what we needed every year as we got
older.
“Over the years of my attendance, the things that would change
would be the various ‘popular’ music. Sr. Marietta was helpful
enough to source current songs that may appeal beyond classical
themes.
“While I was younger, unfortunately music and piano had become
a chore in ways. But as I have the opportunity to play more freely
now (and at times the lack of opportunity), I cherish and recognize
music has been such an aspect to maintaining my well-being. It is
soothing and a way to relax.
“Sr. Marietta is one of those people who has watched me grow into
a young adult from a young child. Much of my mannerism, how I
present myself, consideration of an audience, expression of myself,
is attributed to her teaching and support. While she taught piano,
the experiences she supported us through from ensemble, recitals,

Phillip Tran, age 29, took piano lessons from 1997-2004. Although
he does not play anymore, he fondly remembers performing
recitals. “I was always anxious about playing in front of people,
but I always admired the process and practice working with Sr.
Marietta. It was also great to finish the piece and stand in front of
the crowd looking at your teacher and family once all is finished.
“Playing music at that age developed certain traits into my life. In
regards to music, I have a fond appreciation for the artists, their
sound, and the feeling it gives me when listening to something I
enjoy.
“Sr. Marietta was a teacher and friend that taught me many things,
not just for piano class, but for life. She was a great person to be
around; remembering that feeling still leaves me with joy.
“My advice for kids who are just learning to play an instrument is
to have fun and remember that it is not always easy! Learning an
instrument will provide many joys in life.
“My family has spent many years with St. Francis School of Music
and with Sr. Marietta. Although it is sad to see the program closing,
it is a good feeling to know that many people may have shared
similar experiences.
“We have not spoken in a long time but I wish her (Sr. Marietta) the
very best moving forward towards her retirement. She was a very
impactful person to me while I was growing up, and I am happy she
was a part of my life.”

